Experience Different Theatre at the Theatre Night

 The third Theatre Night, which is a part of the international European Theatre Night project, is going to take place on 21st November.  The Theatre Night coordinated by the Czech Arts and Theatre Institute ranks among the biggest theatre holidays and events of this kind in the Czech Republic speaking of its size and a number of participating subjects. The viewers can visit 130 theatres in 36 towns this year.
The European Theatre Night was launched in 2008 by Croatian theatremakers, who gradually took on colleagues from Bulgaria, Slovenia, Slovakia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Montenegro, Belgium and Austria. The Czech Theatre Night is a newcomer because it has only a tradition of three years, yet it managed to become one of the biggest theatre holidays and events in Europe with the last year’s visitors’ rate of 50,000. Its main aim is to offer a different theatre experience than “common performances” and this is the reason why the listed activities belong to the event: more or less guided tours, action games, lectures or tours of unusual theatre spaces, concerts including various parties and after-parties, a special programme for children, meeting the actors and interesting theatremakers, which intentionally disturb the borderline between the stage and the auditorium, playing with stage design (photos in costumes) and various interactive programmes such as workshops or improvisations. To make it short, theatremakers draw the audiences more into the game on this special day, which was clearly demonstrated during this year’s campaign for the Theatre Night in which the representatives of various theatre jobs and theatre fans present themselves in pairs. Inspired by the last year, the visitors to any event of the Theatre Night can participate in a photo competition announced by the Arts and Theatre Institute. The competition is announced in four categories and the best pictures appear in the extended version of the exhibition “The Theatre Night 2014 through the Viewers’ Lenses” which originated last year and after the tour in theatre and cultural institutions, the audiences will have a chance to see it on 21st November in the Theatre Night Information Centre in the Arts and Theatre Institute.
The Theatre Night offers a great potential for audiences’ participation and various interdisciplinary, international and inter-theatre overlaps. The power of theatre does not lie only in its artistic functions but also in the social overlaps. This is the reason why the accompanying programme of this year’s Theatre Night dedicated to the underprivileged and disabled people who – if they cannot participate – can virtually become a part of a big community of fans.

The campaign of the Theatre Night Na dřeň focuses on spreading information about the leukaemia cure. The visitors to the Theatre Night may include a number of potential bone marrow donors of the age between 18 and 35. This is the reason we cooperate with the Na dřeň organisation. Theatres participating in the Theatre Night 2015, which joined this campaign, offer the possibility to choose two tickets to any performance to everybody, who registers in any bone marrow donors registration centres and send the written certification (electronically or by mail) to the Theatre Institute from 21st November and 30th June (more information at www.nadren.eu a www.nocdivadel.cz).

In the context of the escalated situation in the Near East and Europe, another accompanying event is dedicated to the “refugee crisis”. The Arts and Theatre Institute, the coordinator of the Theatre Night, is preparing a workshop “Puppet Fairy Tales on the Run”. The workshop is designed for children and their parents, who will be able to create simple puppets out of semi-finished products representing Czech fairy-tale characters “Hansel and Gretel” and “The Princess and the Pea”; and they can also try to manipulate with them. They will also get behind the scenes of puppet theatre. Each participant is going to make two puppets: one of them to take home and the other one is going to be incorporated in little theatres, which the ATI later sends to refugee facilities in the Czech Republic where they will be used in integration programmes for national minorities

Other theatres have been inspired by the topic as well. Studio Alta in Prague opens with the Open Breakfast where visitors and people of various nationalities and religions are going to taste delicacies from all over the world. The Kampa Theatre offers an experience journey Flee with Us: Where? Kampa Theatre!. The yield is going to be sent to People in Need for the help in Syria. Stará Aréna in Ostrava is going to use the interactive happening and theatre form to present their experiences from their voluntary activities on the Hungarian-Serbian border. During the Coloured Noses Night, the territory of the Bolek Polívka Theatre in Brno protected by the comical guard becomes the place where you can sniff for yourself that “the colour of the nose does not matter, the important thing is what it smells.”
The complete programme of the Theatre Night 2015 including the hot news can be found at  www.nocdivadel.cz and the Facebook page https://www.facebook.com/Nocdivadel. 
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